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This thesis focuses on how sport and the framing of transgender athletes affect transgender 

moral panics in the United States. Coverage of transgender athletes Mianne Bagger and Lia 

Thomas appearing in the New York Post and The New York Times is examined using Braun 

and Clark’s method of thematic analysis. Themes identified illustrate how sport can be used 

to further transgender moral panics by featuring repetitive, hyper specialized content that 

focuses largely on a single anecdote or athlete. In some cases, transgender athletes are 

scapegoated and used as a heuristic to exaggerate fears about transgender athletes, a key 

component in the development of moral panics. 


