WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Educational Leadership, Sport Studies, & Educational/Counseling Psychology
Athletic Training Program – Application Procedures
INTRODUCTION
The Athletic Training Program (ATP) at Washington State University is an intensive educational experience preparing graduates
for certification by the Board of Certification. The application procedure for admittance into the ATP is a competitive process
and acceptance allows students to certify athletic training as their majors and complete the degree requirements for
graduation. On average, ~18 students are admitted each fall.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
The following are required for application into the ATP at Washington State University:
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A grade of C or better in Human Anatomy (KINES 262), Care and Prevention of Athletic Injuries (KINES 266), Techniques in
Athletic Training (KINES 267), and Emergency Response (KINES 263)
Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.75 including the semester of application
Typed application form and written responses to Applicant Questions
Three letters of recommendation
Completed technical standards document
20 hours of observation in the WSU athletic training clinic (see the ATP Clinical Coordinator for details)

INTERVIEW PROCESS
After applications have been reviewed all qualified candidates will be contacted by the selection committee to set up an
interview to assess personal attributes, maturity, and motivation for athletic training and to gain an overall impression of each
candidate.
One characteristic required for being successful in the athletic training program and the athletic training profession is an ability
to deal with complex and often challenging situations in a professional and productive manner. In an effort to assess students’
ability to handle such situations each student will be asked to respond to one of the three following scenarios during his or her
interview.
 You are the certified athletic trainer at a local high school. As soon as school gets out and athletes are preparing for
practices you are approached by a parent who is irate at the care his or her student-athlete is receiving. How will you
handle this situation?
st
 You are a 1 year athletic training student in the WSU ATP. You have worked very hard to learn the ropes and are now
helping out with the first game of the season. Unfortunately, you make a mistake and in the heat of the moment the
ATC with whom you are working expresses extreme frustration. How will you handle this situation?
 You are a certified athletic trainer working in the division 1 collegiate setting. You have been assigned to men’s soccer
and have a student-athlete who is having a difficult time following your instructions and coming in for treatment. His
coach is frustrated with you because the athlete is not improving and missing too much practice time. How will you
handle this situation with both the coach and the student-athlete?

TRANSFER STUDENT PROCEDURES
Due to course sequencing and pre-acceptance observation requirements this program requires 7 semesters at WSU including 1
semester prior to admission to the program and 6 semesters after acceptance. Unfortunately, regardless of previous
coursework, completion of this program will require 3.5 years.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATION CRITERIA
Applicants who initially do not meet the required 2.75 cumulative grade point average (GPA) but have had a GPA of 2.75 or
better the last two semesters at WSU may complete the application process to be admitted into the clinical internship
experience.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
st

The completed application must be received by the ATP Director by April 1 at 5pm.

SELECTION PROCESS
The ATP at Washington State University is seeking students with a commitment to learning and dedication to service. Athletic
training is an incredibly rewarding career that opens up a variety of opportunities for the future. Athletic trainers are challenged
on a daily basis while providing for the prevention, care and rehabilitation of injuries or illnesses suffered by active populations.
The ATP at Washington State University is seeking students who are willing to embrace the challenges, curriculum and clinical
experiences with professionalism, enthusiasm and a positive attitude.
Applications are scored in the following areas:
Cumulative GPA
5 points
Grade in Human Anatomy
5 points
Grade in Techniques of Athletic Training
5 points
Grade in Care and Prevention of Athletic Injuries 5 points
Grade in Emergency Response
5 points
Writing responses
12 points (4 pts each)
Reference rating
5 points
Interview
70 points
Total Points Possible
112





Total points earned on the application and interview will determine selection.
Candidates must score at least 70 of the total 112 points available to be considered for selection.
If any of the selected individuals decline admittance the applicant with the next highest score will be admitted.
Applicants who are not selected may re-apply the following year. Observation hours will not need to be redone.

Acceptance in the WSU Athletic Training Program
 Applicants will be informed in writing as to the selection committee’s decision in mid- late May. We request that
applicants respond in writing their acceptance of the position in the program.
 Applicants who are selected should plan to matriculate during the end of July/first week of August of the next academic
year, and expect to remain in the clinical program for six semesters.
 Applicants who are selected will be required to show proof for the following at their expense:
o Physical Exam
o Hepatitis B vaccination
o Negative TB screening
o Background check (~$40)
o Liability Insurance each year
nd
o Transportation to/from clinical education experiences during the 2 year
 Applicants who are selected will be required to maintain a 2.75 GPA, achieve a C or better in all core athletic training
classes, and show progressive clinical development to remain in the athletic training program.
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